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ABSTRACT 



It has been suggested (Labbo, 2000) that CD-ROM "electronic 
talking books" may be helpful in supporting the literacy development of young 
children. However, teachers are often short of strategies for using these 
relatively new resources. In this paper based on a workshop, the strategies 
suggested by Labbo and others are investigated. Problems teachers may face in 
implementing these strategies are also discussed, as are some possible 
solutions to these problems. (RS) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



14 460 ED 456 417 



http://www.cdesign.com.au/aate/aate papers/075 oakley.htm 



THINGS YOUNG CHILDREN CAN DO WITH AN 
ELECTRONIC TALKING BOOK ... MAYBE 



Paper presented at the Joint National Conference of the Australian Association for the 
Teaching of English and the Australian Literacy Educators' Association 
(Hobart Tasmania Australia, 12-15 July 2001). 



ABSTRACT 

It has been suggested (Labbo, 2000) that CD-ROM ‘electronic talking books’ may be 



helpful in supporting the literacy development of young children. However, teachers are 
often short of strategies for using these relatively new resources. In this workshop, the 
strategies suggested by Labbo, and others, are investigated. Problems teachers may face 
in implementing these strategies are also discussed, as are some possible solutions to 
these problems. 
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WHAT ARE ELECTRONIC TALKING BOOKS? 



Electronic talking books are usually stories that are backed up with a sound track, 
graphics, and often animation. Most allow silent reading, although the reader can usually 
opt to hear the story read out loud by a fluent reader. Indeed, sometimes there’s a choice 
of narrators. The text is often highlighted as it is read by the narrator, allowing the child 
to follow along. By clicking on a particular word, the child can often access its 
pronunciation and often a definition, or even a picture. 

WHAT THINGS CAN YOUNG CHILDREN DO WITH 
ELECTRONIC TALKING BOOKS? 

It has often been stated that electronic talking books can be highly motivating to primary 
school children (Collins, Hammond & Wellington, 1997), but many teachers seem are 
not sure how to use them in their classrooms. There is increasing evidence that children 
need a degree of guidance from teachers or parents when using electronic talking books. 
For example, children do not spontaneously talk about the electronic talking books they 
have read, and nor do they use the support features available in consistent, predictable 
ways. 

Linda Labbo (2000) has suggested several potentially very useful strategies for using CD- 
ROM talking books to help children achieve literacy. These include simply listening to 
the story for enjoyment, reading along with the story, partner reading in digital reader’s 
theatre, searching for known words and letters, and looking for rhymes and sounds. 
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WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS AND 
LIMITATIONS OF USING CD-ROM TALKING BOOKS TO 
SUPPORT YOUNG CHILDREN’S LITERACY LEARNING? 

Although the above strategies and others may be very useful, there are limitations 
teachers may need to be aware of if they are to plan valuable learning experiences with 
minimal frustration. Teachers need to be aware of the potential difficulties relating to: 

• Technology - Software and Hardware 

• Teaching Strategies 

• Classroom Management 

WHAT CAN TEACHERS DO TO MAKE THE USE OF 
ELECTRONIC TALKING BOOKS MORE USEFUL AND 
RELEVANT TO YOUNG CHILDREN? 

Teacher-made talking books may be one means of increasing the appeal and relevance of 
talking books to young children. Through the use of simple software packages such as 
HyperStudio and Storybook Weaver Deluxe, or more advanced packages such as 
Illuminatus, teachers can scribe children’s own stories or experiences - an electronic 
version of Language Experience. These texts can be illustrated with sound effects, 
pictures drawn by the children, and even video clips. The children can often provide the 
spoken narration. 

Children can then independently reread these stories as many times as they like. 
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Picture 1. A simple story dictated and recorded by a three year old girl, using 
Storybook Weaver Deluxe. 

CONCLUSION 

It seems that electronic talking books may play a role in early literacy learning. 
However, this is still an under-researched area and teachers need to be creative, flexible 
and reflective if they are to use this technology successfully. 

REFERENCES 

Collins, J., Hammond, M., and Wellington, J. (1997). Teaching and Learning with 
Multimedia. London: Routledge. 

HyperStudio 4. (2000). [Software]. Torrance, CA: Knowledge Adventure. 

Illuminatus 4.5. (1998). [Software]. Digital Workshop. 




5 



Labbo, L. (1990). ‘ 12 things young children can do with a talking book in a classroom 
computer center’ The Reading Teacher 53(1), 542-546. 



Storybook Weaver Deluxe. (1998). [Software]. Cambridge, MA: The Learning 
Company. 




6 




U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
(OERI) 

National Library of Education (NLE) 
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) 



Reproduction Release 

(Specific Document) 



CS 014 460 



L DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION: 



Title: Th CA-tu be 

Author(s): OAKlE^ 

Corporate Source: 



U^iTH A lAU^N/gr oK ... /V\A L f£& 



Publication Date: 



DL REPRODUCTION RELEASE: 



In order to disseminate as widely as possible timely and significant materials of interest to the educational community, 
documents announced in the monthly abstract journal of the ERIC system. Resources in Education (RIF) are usually 
made available to users in microfiche, reproduced paper copy, and electronic media, and sold through the ERIC 
Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). Credit is given to the source of each document, and, if reproduction release is 
granted, one of the following notices is affixed to the document. 



If permission is granted to reproduce and disseminate the identified document, please CHECK ONE of the following 
three options and sign in the indicated space following 



The sample sticker shown below will be 
affixed to all Level 1 documents 



The sample sticker shown below will be affixed to all 
Level 2A documents 



The sample sticker shown below will be affixed 
Level 2B documents 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL IN 
MICROFICHE, AND IN ELECTRONIC MEDIA 
FOR ERIC COLLECTION SUBSCRIBERS ONLY. 
HAS BEEN GRAN23SP BY 



TO THU EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL IN 
MICROFICHE ONLY HAS BULN Oft ANTE 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 




TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



Level 1 



Level 2A 



Level 2B 




t 



t 



Check here for Level 1 release, permitting 
reproduction and dissemination in microfiche 
or other ERIC archival media (e g. electronic) 
and paper copy. 



Check here for Level 2A release, permitting reproduction 
and dissemination in microfiche and in electronic media 
for ERIC archival collection subscribers only 



Check here for Level 2B release, permitting repro 
and dissemination in microfiche only 



Documents will be processed as indicated provided reproduction quality permits. 

If permission to reproduce is granted, but no box is checked, documents will be processed at Level 1 . 



I hereby grant to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and 
disseminate this document as indicated above. Reproduction from the ERIC microfiche , or electronic media by persons 
other than ERIC employees and its system contractors requires permission from the copyright holder. Exception is 
made for non-profit reproduction by libraries and other service agencies to satisfy information needs of educators in 
response to discrete inquiries. 



— s. 



Signature: 



Prmte^meffosjtbn/Title: rv\j E Off K Lfc ^ 



Organization/Address: (ErkiTH CoL/o /' f— / 

uiovi/fe£.SiT^ Pe/VrJLS'aio ST. 

CH-ue-CWLAtvjb.r, ujgsreiGw 

O’ tp://eric.indiana.edu/submit/release.html 



Telephon^ Cj l S' *~i33CS S' Iff [lax 4? 1 V c i2 7 3 (§ 7 / ^ 



S.o&lciey*>cowA/i. || Edfffoi 
. <r JtA 



24/08/01 




E-mail Address: 



Date: 



m. DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY INFORMATION (FROM NON-ERIC SOURCE): 

If permission to reproduce is not granted to ERIC, or, if you wish ERIC to cite the availability of the document from 
another source, please provide the following information regarding the availability of the document. (ERIC will not 
announce a document unless it is publicly available, and a dependable source can be specified. Contributors should also 
be aware that ERIC selection criteria are significantly more stringent for documents that cannot be made available 
through EDRS.) 



Publisher/Distributor: 

Address: 



Price: 



IV. REFERRAL OF ERIC TO COPYRIGHT/REPRODUCTION RIGHTS HOLDER: 

If the right to grant this reproduction release is held by someone other than the addressee, please provide the appropriate 
name and address. 

Name: 

Address: 

V. WHERE TO SEND THIS FORM: 



Send this form to: ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading, English, and Communication (ERIC/REC). 



EFF-088 (Rev. 9/97) 



ERIC/REC Clearinghouse 
2805 E 10th St Suite 140 
Bloomington, IN 47408-2698 
Telephone: 812-855-5847 
Toll Free: 800-759-4723 
FAX: 812-856-5512 
e-mail: ericcs@indiana.edu 
WWW: http://eric.indiana.edu 






tp://eric.indiana.edu/submit/release.html 



24/08/01 



